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the views expressed in this work. He was perhaps not even
the pioneer, which role, accoiding to Dr. Gadgil, belongs
to Dadabhai. Nevertheless, as Dr. Gadgil has stated,
Romesh Dutfs "was almost the first history of a colonial
regime written from the point of view of the subject of a
colonial empire. It contains, in essence, a preview of what
came later to be called the economics of colonialism,"
The succeeding generation of freedom fighters who drew
liberally on the facts and views presented in the Economic
Histojy owed a deep debt of gratitude to Romesh Dutt. He
had presented in two volume^, on the basis largely of official
documents, a picture of the economic effects of a colonial
regime. This picture was of wider interest, well beyond
the Indian scene, but to the Indians it gave for the first time
a consciousness of their own position, and it created^ among
them a yearning for a better living. To the student of the
economics of colonialism it had a wider significance. India
was a unique example of colonial rule in the world, for it
was here that a colonial power on the ascendant had come
into contact with a proud and ancient civilisation tempo-
rarily on the decline. The result of this contact showed
more glaringly than in other colonial countries how this dec-
line, in the economic sphere at any rate, was accelerated
by the colonial regime until the reaction set in, which en-
abled the temporarily subjugated country to regain its soul.
This latter phase belongs to the twentieth century, well after
Romesh Dutt had passed away, but it fell to him to chro-
nicle the declining phase, both for the enlightenment of the
students of history in general and for setting in motion in
his own country the process of rejuvenation of a culture
which had lost itself in a morass of confusion and despon-
dency.
In his Preface to the first volume of the Economic   His-

